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>1 . A method of targeting advertisements to television viewers 
that have a television receiver und a television screen, the method comprising the steps of: 
displaying an EPG on the television screen; 

monitoring use of the receiver to develop a viewer profile based on viewer selections; 
transmitting a plurality of advertisements with a television signal to the recei ver; 
selectively storing fewer than ail the transmitted advertisements a* the receiver depending 
on the viewer profile; and 

displaying one or more of the stored advertisements on the screen, 

2> The method of claim I, in which the sEored advertisements are displayed on the screen 
simultaneously with the EPG. 

3. The method of claim 1, in which she transmitted advertisements are embedded in a 
television signal. 

4. The method of claim 3. in which she television signal is in analog form with a VB1 and 
the transmitted advertisements tsre embedded in die VBL 

5. The method of claim 3. tr< which die televisionsignal is formatted 05 a digital video stream 
and the transmuted advertisements tve embedded in the video stream, 

6. The method of claim 1 . additionally comprising the step of maintaining the viewer profile 
in a secure file at (he receiver. 

7. The method of claim L additionally comprising the step of storing an EPG data base at 
the receiver, the EPG data base including time, channel* and program category identifiers of 
tdeeast television programs; and the monitoring s-ep retrieves the program categories cf telecast 
television programs selected by the viewer for display on the screen from the EPG data base by 
addressing the time and channel of such selected television programs. 

8. The method of claim 7, in which the monitoring step additionally records the lime that 
programs in each category are displayed and the storing step stores an advertisement that matches 
the category having the iongest recorded time. 
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9. Jfce method of claim 7, in which the EPG dbpbyiog step uses the same program category 

identifiers Jo compile, category program guides. 

1 0. The method of cteim 7, in which the EPG displaying step uses different program cawgoiy 
ide-K! Tiers to compile c&egoiy program guided, 

1 1 . The method of claim \ . in which the monitoring Step monitors 
the television, channel to which the receiver tuned. 

12. The raeisusJ of ciaisa i, iwWittoi^jjycompmiag the step of storing an EPO database at 
tte receiver, the HK3 da& base incfodlag time, ehanad, and program c^egorv idcntiGen of 
tekctist television programs; the television receiver has a ixmer and ;i rea] time clock; and the 
moxiiwring step records thechanasrf to which the tuner is set and site time of the dock each dine 
the tuner is re~set.and retrieves the program categories of telecast television, programs iron* EPG 
data base with the recorded umes. and channels, 

1 3. The method of claim 1 .additionally cwnprising the step of storing an EPG database at 
the receiver, the EPG data h$$& including iime y channel, and program category identifiers of 
telecast television programs; the E?G displaying step permits viewer to highlight displayed 
program livings to initiate another action; and the: monitoring step retrieves she program 
categories of telecast television progmn-s selected by the viewer for display or- the screen &em 
the EPG data, base by addressing the rime sod cfcan&ei of sueb Selected television p:<t<;n?rax. 

i The method of claim 1 5, m which the monitoring step connfj hy eaiegory rfee number of 
tiaiss the other action is initiated. 
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15. (New) a system for targeting advertisements to television viewers that haw a 
tele vis-ion receiver and a television screen, the system, comprising: 
means for displaying an EPG on the television screen; 

means for monitoring use of the receiver to develop a viewer profile based on viewer 
selections; 

means for transmitting a plurality of advertisements with a television signal to the receiver; 
means for selectively storing fewer than all the transmitted advertisements at the receiver 
depending on the viewer profile; and 

means for displaying one or more of me stored advertisements on the screen. 

16. (New) The system of claim 15 wherein the system is comprised in the television 
receiver. 
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17. (New) A method of targeting advertisements to television viewers (hat have a 
television receiver and a television screen, the method comprising the steps or: 

displaying an EPG on the television .screen; 

monitoring use of the receiver to develop a viewer profile based on viewer selections: 
Emitting u plurality of advertisements with a television signal to the receiver; 
selectively displaying on the television screen fewer than all the transmitted advertisements 
at the receiver depending on the viewer profile. 

18. (New) A system for targeting advertisements to television viewers that have a 
television receiver and a television screen, the system comprising: 

means for displaying an EPG on the television screen; 

means for monitoring use of the receiver to develop a viewer profile based on viewer 
selections: 

means for transmitting a plurality of advertisements with a television signal to the receiver; 
means for selectively displaying on the television screen fewer than all the tntcsmitted 
advertisements at the receiver depending on (he viewer profile. 

19. (New) The system of claim 18 wherein the system is comprised in the television 
receiver. 



20. (New) A mettodof wltectmgviewer profiJedata foratetevision receiver comprising 
the steps of: 

monitoring use of the television receiver to develop a viewer profile based on viewer 
selections: and 

storing results of the monitoring steps as part of a viewer profile stored in a secure file. 

2 1 . (Mew) The method of claim 20 wherein the step of storing farther comprises storing 
the results in a secure tile in which the data cannotbe accessed from outside the television receiver. 
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22. (New) The method of claim 20 wherein the step of storing further comprises storing 
the results in a secure file from which only anonymous data can he accessed from, outside the 
television receiver. 

23. (New) The method of claim 22 wherein the anonymous data is accessed form outside 
ihc television receiver by any one of the group of telephone, witless telephone, pager, computer 
network and the Internet. 

24. (New) A system for collecting viewer profile data for a television receiver 
comprising: 

means for monitoring use of die television receiver to develop a viewer profile based on 
viewer selections; and 

means for storing results of the monitoring steps as part of a viewer profile stored in a secure 

file. 

25. (New) The system of claim 24 wherein the data in the secure file cannot be accessed 
from outside the television receiver. 

26. (New) The system of claim 24 wherein only anonymous data in the secure file can 
he accessed from outside the television receiver. 

27. (New) The system of claim 26 further comprising access to the secure file, wherein 
the access is made through any one of the group of telephone, pager and the Interne! 
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